
Alaska Public Health Association Resolution on Public 

Health Accreditation 

Problem Statement 

All Alaskans are entitled to a competent and consistent public health system.  Although local, 

state and tribal public health agencies routinely cope with a variety of organizational challenges 

and evolving population health priorities they typically demonstrate effectiveness through some 

form of performance criteria and accountability of resources.  Currently, public health 

performance criteria vary widely from state to state and locality to locality.  Therefore, a set of 

carefully crafted criteria from the National Public Health Accreditation Board can be used to 

measure performance and accountability.  A national accreditation process would provide 

standards by which health departments could evaluate their performance and assure constituents 

and funders that programs and services meet specific benchmarks.  

Accreditation 

We are familiar with accreditation standards in hospitals and higher education, however public 

health accreditation is new to the industry1,2.  Accreditation provides a means for public health 

departments to assess and improve public health services based on the Three Core Functions and 

Ten Essential Services.  In the hospital setting, accreditation programs have been linked to 

improved quality outcomes3.  While the evidence for improved outcomes is not strong across all 

accreditation programs, the goals of accreditation programs are to facilitate progress toward 

implementation of evidence based outcomes and improved consistency of performance through 

the application of standards. 

The Public Health Accreditation Board (PHAB) has developed an accreditation program for 

county, state and tribal public health departments.  The accreditation standards were developed 

by state and local public health professionals, public health experts and researchers, and 

accreditation experts.  The draft standards were beta tested in 30 local, state, and tribal health 

departments across the U.S. before undergoing a final revision and approval.  The Public Health 

Accreditation standards provide a research based tool for assessing the adequacy of public health 

services, and provide an instrument for continuous quality improvement in the provision of 

public health.5 

WHERAS:  Improvement is not possible without standards; and 

WHERAS:  Accreditation in other healthcare sectors has led to improved performance and 

higher quality outcomes3; and 

WHERAS:  Public health accreditation holds potential for enhancing public health service 

delivery, operations, and outcomes4; and 

WHERAS:  The Alaskan public has a right to expect that the Alaska Public Health systems meet 

a minimum set of performance criteria;  



NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska Public Health Association supports the 

exploration of Public Health Accreditation feasibility, including an analysis of fiscal impact in 

Alaska. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska Public Health Association will submit 

an application for the 2013 American Public Health Association Accreditation RFP. 
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