ALPHA Resolution 2023-01
Increasing Access to Child Care and Early Education

WHEREAS, one in five Alaska households cannot fully participate in the labor force due to the cost,
availability, or quality of child care, leading to lower incomes and negative health outcomes.!

WHEREAS, over half of three-year-old children in Alaska did not have routine child care from 2016-
2019.2

WHEREAS, 61% of Alaskans live in a child care desert and 77% of parents report missing work due to
child care issues.3

WHEREAS, over two thirds of three-year-old children in Alaska did not attend preschool from 2018-
2019.4

WHEREAS, less than one third of Alaska’s children are showing up ready for kindergarten.>

WHEREAS, research shows a connection between high-quality early childhood education settings
(licensed child care, pre-kindergarten, Head Start, tribal and military care) and a child’s positive social,
emotional, physical, and cognitive development.®

WHEREAS, attendance at preschool has long-term associations with lower blood pressure, lower
depression, and other positive health outcomes.” &?

WHEREAS, a high-quality preschool education has a 12% return on investment to society after
inflation.®

WHEREAS, the Alaska Reads Act passed in 2022 will provide some financial support over the next ten
years to develop high quality pre-kindergarten programs, or expand existing programs, in districts
with the greatest need.!

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that ALPHA supports legislation and investment to increase access to
high-quality child care, and funding for universal pre-kindergarten.
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Fiscal Impact: This resolution should have no fiscal impact on ALPHA.

Public Health Impact: This resolution would support policies to improve public health through
increasing availability of high quality child care and early education for Alaska’s children and families.
This would have immediate impacts on parents’ ability to work and afford basic needs, reducing
stress and strengthening family health. It would also have a long-term impact on children newly
receiving early education, increasing positive health, academic, and financial success. One negative
potential impact to public health is an increase in transmissible diseases among children newly
attending child care or preschool settings.
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